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boats, where most of the ammunition and provisions were stored, as
there was no rcom for them within the stockade.

Soon after the breaking out of the war, when the American
officers in garrison at Mackinaw, and the citizens of that place
were vet ignorant of the commencement of hostilities, but appre-
hensive that war had been declared, some traders were despatched
to the old British post and settlement of St. Josephs, on the east-
ern shore of Lake Michigan, for intelligence. As none of the
traders returned, remaining absent so much longer than was
deemed necessary, it natnrally enough excited the suspicions of
the commanding officer and the principal eitizens of Mackinaw.
Under the cirenmstances, a ecouncil was held, at which it was de-
termined that immediate information must be had from St.
Josephs, and the question then was, who could go there and not be
suspected of being a spy. After looking around and finding none
qualified to go, the late Michael Donsman, of Mackinaw, said that
he had an outfit in Lake Superior that onght, by that time, to be
at St. Josephs, and he thought that he could go there and look
after his property without being suspected. Accordingly he vol-
unteered his services, and late in the afternoon he left Mackinaw
for St. Josephs in a canoe. About dark, at Goose Island, fifteen
miles from Mackinaw, he met the British troops on their way to
that place, who took him prisoner, but released him on his parole
that he would go back to Mackinaw, and not give the garrison
any information of what he had seen, but collect the citizens to-
gether at the old still-house on the southern side of the island,
where a guard would be immediately sent to protect them from
the Indians. This promise Mr. Dousman faithfully performed,
and was probably the cause of saving many an innocent family
from being brutally murdered by the savages. The British ar-
rived, planted their eannon during the night, and in the morning
sent in to the commanding officer a copy of the declaration of
war, with a demand for him to surrender, which he complied with.

The traders in the British interest, resorting to Mackinaw as the
British head-quarters of the North-West, learning of the Ameri-



